A 21-year-old man presented with a painless ulcer on the penis, which had been present for 4 weeks, and diffuse, symmetrical erythematous maculopapules on the trunk, extremities, palms, and soles, which had been present for 1 week. Gram staining of bloody exudate from his chancre revealed very weakly Gram-negative spiral rods (Picture 1; × 1,000). We therefore performed Giemsa staining, which revealed spiral-shaped bacteria (Picture 2; ×1,000; arrows) that were thought to be spirochetes. The rapid plasma regain (titer, 1:128) and Treponema pallidum latex agglutination test results were positive. The patient was treated with antisyphilitic medication. His cutaneous lesions and chancre resolved within 2 weeks after treatment.
